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Eyesight is the most precious of all the senses, 
and an essential part of our daily lives.
An ophthalmologist is a medical doctor who 
has undertaken additional specialist training 
in the diagnosis and management of disorders 
of the eye and visual system.
Ophthalmology training equips eye specialists 
to provide the full spectrum of eye-care, 
including the prescription of glasses and 
contact lenses, medical treatment and complex 
microsurgery.
In Australia and New Zealand, an 
ophthalmologist is required to have 
undertaken a minimum of 12 years of training, 
including:
• 5 years at a medical school, graduating  

with a degree in medicine,
• 2 years (minimum) as a newly qualified 

doctor undertaking basic medical training,
• 5 years of ophthalmic specialist 

training and successful completion 
of examinations set by The Royal 
Australian and New Zealand College of 
Ophthalmologists (RANZCO).

Many ophthalmologists are also involved in 
scientific research into causes and cures for  
eye diseases and vision problems.
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Continuing Professional Development 
(CPD)
RANZCO has demonstrated leadership in recognising 
the importance of life-long learning and professional 
development for ophthalmologists. The CPD framework 
is designed to provide Fellows with a structured approach 
to planning their continuing education, and supports 
activities that cover a wide range of skills, including 
not just clinical knowledge and expertise, but also risk 
management, clinical governance and professional values.

Policy and Advocacy
The policy and advocacy activities of RANZCO support 
the leadership role of ophthalmologists in influencing the 
factors that impact upon the eye health and wellbeing of 
patients and the broader community, and the healthcare 
that they receive. Advocacy activities are directed at the 
improvement of the quality and safety of care for patients, 
and promoting eye healthcare in the community.

International Development and Liaison
RANZCO seeks to reduce avoidable blindness in the Asia-
Pacific through building capacity of training institutions in 
ways that are tailored and paced to reflect local realities,  
and through ongoing knowledge and skill development of  
local eye health personnel, thereby assisting the 
development of a sustainable eye health workforce. 
We work in collaboration with other stakeholders to 
ensure projects are sustainable and accessible to everyone, 
thereby seeking to contribute to the alleviation of 
poverty, improving gender equality, creating education 
opportunities and empowering local communities.  

Our Training Program
RANZCO trains specialist ophthalmologists, who, on 
completion of training, are equipped to undertake 
safe, unsupervised, comprehensive ophthalmology 
practice.
Peer-reviewed curriculum performance standards 
have been developed by RANZCO. These underpin 
all training and assessment, and ensure consistency, 
validity and reliability. 
RANZCO regularly inspects training posts which 
includes the assessment of teaching facilities, 
supervisor/trainee arrangements, and trainees’ clinical 
and surgical experience.

Our College

Our international development activities are guided by 
our mission, membership of the International Council of 
Ophthalmology (ICO) and the International Agency for 
the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB), and our involvement 
in the Vision2020Australia Global Consortium and the 
Commonwealth Eye Health Consortium.

RANZCO Journal
The Clinical and Experimental Ophthalmology Journal is  
the eminent professional journal of RANZCO.
First published in 1973 it is now ranked amongst the 25  
most influential Ophthalmology journals worldwide.

Annual Scientific Congress
Each year RANZCO hosts an Annual Scientific Congress 
with a four day scientific program. The Congress 
attracts delegate numbers of over 1,500 and provides 
ophthalmologists and eye-care professionals with the 
opportunity to share knowledge, and keep abreast of the 
latest developments in their profession. 

Affiliations
Ophthalmic Research Institute of Australia:  
www.oria.org.au
RANZCO Eye Foundation: www.eyefoundation.org.au
Save Sight Society: www.savesightsociety.org.nz

RANZCO’s mission is to drive improvements 
in eye healthcare in Australia, New Zealand 
and the Asia-Pacific region through 
continuing exceptional training, education, 
research and advocacy. 

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Ophthalmologists is the medical college responsible for the training  
and professional development of medical practitioners in the specialty of ophthalmology.
Medical practitioners who have successfully completed the training program of The Royal Australian and New Zealand  
College of Ophthalmologists are known as Fellows of the College (FRANZCO).  


